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Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 (Msg)

It's better to have a partner than go it alone.
Share the work, share the wealth.
And if one falls down, the other helps,
But if there's no one to help, tough!

Two in a bed warm each other.
Alone, you shiver all night.

By yourself you're unprotected.

With a friend you can face the worst.

Can you round up a third?

A three-stranded rope isn't easily snapped.

1 Corinthians 13:1-7 (Msg)

If I speak with human eloguence and angelic ecstasy but don't love, I'm nothing
but the creaking of a rusty gate. If | speak God's Word with power, revealing all
his mysteries and making everything plain as day, and if | have faith that says to a
mountain, "Jump," and it jumps, but | don't love, I'm nothing. If | give everything |
own to the poor and even go to the stake to be burned as a martyr, but | don't
love, I've gotten nowhere. So, no matter what | say, what | believe, and what | do,
I'm bankrupt without love.

Love never gives up.

Love cares more for others than for self.
Love doesn't want what it doesn't have.
Love doesn't strut,

Doesn't have a swelled head,

Doesn't force itself on others,

Isn't always "me first,"

Doesn't fly off the handle,

Doesn't keep score of the sins of others,
Doesn't revel when others grovel,
Takes pleasure in the flowering of truth,
Puts up with anything,

Trusts God always,

Always looks for the best,

Never looks back,

But keeps going to the end.

John 15: 9-17 (Msg)

"I've loved you the way my Father has loved me. Make yourselves at home in my
love. If you keep my commands, you'll remain intimately at home in my love.
That's what I've done—kept my Father's commands and made myself at home in
his love.

"I've told you these things for a purpose: that my joy might be your joy, and your
joy wholly mature. This is my command: Love one another the way | loved you.
This is the very best way to love. Put your life on the line for your friends. You are
my friends when you do the things | command you. I'm no longer calling you
servants because servants don't understand what their master is thinking and
planning. No, I've named you friends because I've let you in on everything I've
heard from the Father.

"You didn't choose me, remember; | chose you, and put you in the world to bear
fruit, fruit that won't spoil. As fruit bearers, whatever you ask the Father in relation
to me, he gives you.

"But remember the root command: Love one another.



